Bailiff:
All rise! (All students rise) The court is now in session.

Judge:
Please be seated. (All students sit) I now call the case of the Colonists vs. Great Britain. This case is a lawsuit against Great Britain because of the many taxes given to the colonists without telling the colonists beforehand. Colonists, could we have your statement?

Colonist 1:
(All colonists stand) We, the colonists, feel as though Britain is cheating us out of our money. When Britain decided to tax us, we had no one speaking on our behalf. We had no representation at the meeting where they decided on these taxes.

Colonist 2:
We had no say in these laws being forced upon us so we should not have to pay our hard earned money to Britain.

Colonist 3:
Britain has been trying to control our every move for far too long. It is not fair. In order to stop this injustice, it is in the best interest of the public for the jury to find Great Britain guilty of unfair taxes toward the colonists.

Judge:
You may be seated. (Colonists sit) We will now hear Great Britain’s case. Colonists, you may now call your first witness.

Colonists 1, 2, and 3: We call the British representatives to the stand.

Judge:
Will the British representatives please come forward? (British come forward)
Bailiff:
Put your right hand on your heart and your left hand in the air. (British place one hand on heart and raise the other) Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

British 1, 2, and 3: We do.

Bailiff:
Please be seated.


(British sit)

Colonist 1:
What did you have to do with the taxes forced upon us colonists?

British 1: We are all members of parliament, a part of the British government, and voted in favor of the taxes.

British 2: Times are hard in Britain and the government needs more money.

British 3: We have spent so much money supporting the colonies and fighting in wars that it was time the colonies paid us back.

Colonist 2: I understand the need for money, but we have never been taxed on these things before and it’s not fair to start now. We can’t afford it!

Colonist 3: For example, when you started taxing sugar, many of our merchants went out of business because they had to raise their prices in order to pay the taxes. It is not fair to put us out of business!

British 1: How else are we to pay for the war against the French? If you receive protection from British army, you need to help pay for it.

British 2: Colonists, we were protecting you against the French! The war against the French was fought in the colonies to protect you from the French expansion into the land you wanted. We weren’t concerned about that land, but because you were we went to war for you. In Britain we weren’t very concerned about getting the land, but you colonists went ahead and took it anyway. 

British 3: We sent troops to protect you and that cost a lot of money! Taxes are the only way we know to make enough money to pay for all of this.

Colonist 1: Well, what about that Stamp Act? It’s ridiculous to make us pay taxes for marriage certificates, newspapers, pamphlets, or any court papers!

Colonist 2: You could have at least let us pick someone to represent us at this meeting of Parliament! We shouldn’t be forced to pay taxes that we had no say in.

British 1: Ben Franklin has always spoken to us on your behalf! He has never told us that you were unhappy.

British 2: Yeah, in fact, Ben supported the Stamp Act at first! How were we supposed to know that you’d be so unhappy?

Colonist 3: Wait, Ben Franklin SUPPORTED the Stamp Act?

British 3: He sure did! Well, until you all made such a fuss about it, then he wanted it repealed. Ben did always see the colonies as an investment in England’s future, though. It wasn’t until he realized how unhappy you were that he started to do something about all of this!

British 1: Yeah, he really loved Britain most of the time! I think he spent too much time in England and not enough in America to realize how you all really felt.

Colonist 1: Well, okay—here’s our final point. Why did you think it was okay to ban trading to countries other than England?

Colonist 2: Yeah, that really hurt our businesses! How are we supposed to pay YOUR taxes if you won’t even let us make any money?

British 2:
There was getting to be too much competition with other countries for trade. Again, we needed to get money somehow! We figured if you could only trade with England that it would be easier to make money. If you bought from and sold goods to other countries we would lose money!

Colonist 3: We have no more questions, your honor.

Judge: 
Do the British representatives have a closing statement?

British 3: The colonies belong to England and we have every right to do what we want with them. We need to pay for this war somehow and if we need to enforce taxes, we will! It’s just too bad if you don’t think the taxes are fair because we think they are!

Judge: 
The jury will now retreat to come to a decision about whether or not Britain is guilty or not guilty.

